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Capitals and Social Network Construction of Vietnamese-Thai
Nattawat Auraiampai et al. Under the Transition Policy in the Thai-Laos border area,
Nakhon Phanom Province

Abstract

This article investigates the capital-based social network construction
of Vietnamese-Thai through the capitals under the policy transition in the
Thai-Laos border area, Nakhon Phanom Province. The article employed
qualitative methodology together with in-depth interview and group interview
to collect data from key informants who included community seniors,
Vietnamese-Thai people, Thai people, and Chinese-Thai people. Research
results found that Nakorn Phanom is a border space that Thai State focused
on for decades, and the province was recognized as an area where was full of
chance in capital accumulation and utilization under the state policy which
related to social network construction among the Vietnamese-Thai. In first
period, the Vietnamese evacuated to Nakhon Phanom as the minority, which
was closely observed by Thai State due to national security reason. They
negotiated with circumstance by creating the social capital through kinship
system. The second period, when the restriction of Thai national security policy
was declined, the Vietnamese were able to start their own business. They
expanded their social network through financial capital and social capital. In
the third period, these capitals were accumulated for years until the Vietnamese
were permitted for Thai nationality by Thai State. The Vietnamese-Thai became
big-scale entrepreneurs who influenced in border economy. In the fourth
period, the Vietnamese-Thai became powerful entrepreneurs, and they
construct social network through business expansion and ethnic identity
performance, which considered as cultural capital, until it became identity of
Nakhon Phanom. Symbolic capital was constructed, for instance, Ho Chi Minh

monument, the Vietnamese-Thai village, or Vietnamese foods. Dynamic of
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capital transition contributed the Viethamese-Thai having more social space.
They presently were recognized as the Vietnamese - Nakhon Phanom who

finally received a respect from Thai State and Thai people.

Keywords: Capitals, Social Network, and the Vietnamese-Thai
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