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ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the construction of social network for livelihoods
among rural communities in lower-northeastern Thailand. Qualitative
methodology, specifically phenomenological approach, was applied to the
study. Non-participatory observation and group interview were applied as
research instruments to collect primary data from 30 members of rural
community in Surin Province, and data analysis was done by the content
analysis method. Research results found a variety of social network patterns
which were constructed based on different times and places. The construction
of social network was divided into 3 periods which were 1) community
establishment period which social network was constructed by barter system
and kinship system. 2) Migration period when a large number of rural households
decided sending their members into fishing industry in order to sustain the
household livings. Social network was constructed through the brokerage
system which recruited rural migrants to fishing industry, and 3) rice production
period when the capitalism invaded rural communities. Social network was
constructed through the contract farming system, and it resulted in complexity
of rice production stakeholders. In addition, social network was used as a tool

to recruit rural migrants to industrial works.
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