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Abstract

This study is qualitative research which aims to study the potential,
difficulties, and means to improve cultural tourism: at temples in Vientiane
Capital, Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Target groups include Wat Si
Muang, Wat Sisaket, and Pha That Luang (Wat That Luang). Fifty-one
Respondents include abbots, deputy abbots, monks, tourism authority officials,
persons who know the history of the temples, entrepreneurs, Lao titan and
foreign tourists. Tools for data collection are semi-structured interview guideline,
in-depth interview guidelines, SWOT Analysis, observation al guidelines,
note-taking, and photography. Data is analyzed in both Content Analysis
approach and Descriptive Analysis approach.

Results are as follows.

1. Identifying cultural tourism potential in Vientiane Capital, the
Strengths are Wat Si Muang is the the city’s highlight and home of many sacred
objects. And Wat Sisaket has a remarkable Uposatha hall of beautiful murals
and ancient Buddha'’s statues, while Pha That Luang (Wat That Luang) sees
many people coming in to worship Lord Buddha'’s relics.The Weaknesses are
that some of the temples resulting in insufficient parking. Some temples have
ample places but lack of care, no tourism publicity in both depth and breadth.
The opportunities were found to be supported by the government. The budget is
allocated to renovate the temple. And a tourist from many countries, the cultural
traditions of Laos is widely spread. Obviously, in the threats there are many new
tourism attractions, resulting in a lot of cultural tourists. In the Vientiane capital
fell.

2. Difficulties for the cultural tourism at the temples in Vientiane are, for
Wat Si Mueang, no parking is available, and goods sold at the temple are over

prices. For example, flowers, incense sticks, candles, and votive objects. No
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souvenirs are available either. For Wat Sisaket, there are no tour guides and
closing time at is too early; no tourism publicity, and few souvenirs and sacred
objects for sale. For Pha That Luang (Wat That Luang), the temple is outside the
city with few direction signs which are hard to notice souvenirs are high-priced
and not noticeable, as well as high-priced souvenirs.

3. Means to improve the cultural tourism at the three temples are
improvement in publicity, for both in-width and in-depth. The development
approaches are similar, in which social media should be incorporated, as well
as tar guides at the temples. A network with other organizations should be set
up, and the local people should get involved in the tourism promotion. The
development approach depends on characteristics of each location; both of
Wat Si Muang and Wat Sisaket Should improve parking area, and control over
expensive price of souvenir. In Pha That Luang (Wat That Luang) Should be
clean by increasing the lot of bins, and Improve waste management system
effectively. These will help to enhance the capability of cultural tourism in

Vientiane.

Keywords: Cultural Tourism, Temples in Vientiane Capital
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