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From Vietnamese transnational migrant worker to become the master
spirit medium”: Re-constructing authenticity in Thai-Vietnamese Silapakit Teekantikun
spirit possession rite in Udonthani province

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to study master spirit medium life and
re-constructing authenticity in Thai-Vietnamese spirit possession rite in
Udonthani province. By using qualitative research methodology, particularly
“life story” of master spirit medium in which has been an important role in
spirit possession rite practice.

The research reveals that Thai-Vietnamese descendent in Udonthani
province have decreasingly practiced spirit possession rite, because of lack
of master spirit medium. However, from the phenomenon of transnational
migrant workers from Vietnam to Thailand, especially in the Northeast Thailand
which has continued for more than two decades, and that some of them have
turned into master medium. This is a process of re-constructing authenticity of
spirit possession rite of Vietnamese-Thai descendent in Udonthani. The entire
process is strictly duplicate the spirit possession rite held in Vietnam such as
decorating the altar and statue worship in the shrine, fill the spirit possession

rite elements, and dependent on traditional spirit medium.

Keywords: Viethamese Transnational Migrant Worker, Master Spirit Medium,

Re-constructing Authenticity, Thai-Viethamese Spirit Possession Rite
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From Vietnamese transnational migrant worker to become the master
spirit medium”: Re-constructing authenticity in Thai-Vietnamese Silapakit Teekantikun
spirit possession rite in Udonthani province
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