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Roles of the Dutch in Japan During the Period of Isolation (1639-1853) Pathamaporn Varasiri

Abstract

This article aims to study about roles of the Dutch from Holland during
the isolated period of Japan (1639-1853). Holland was the only western
country that Japan maintained contact with, by the time that European nations
were colonizing and were developed by the scientific and industrial revolutions.

The study found that alongside with being a well-known trader, the Dutch
were also the western world connection for Japanese by diffusing the western
knowledge via the imported goods, books, languages, the Dutch, themselves.
Also, Dejima, the island where they inhabited in, was an intercultural space for
Japanese to directly learn western culture by interacting with them. Moreover,
the Dutch recorded and reported the world affairs to Japan government and
periodically paid respect to the Shogun, the header of the government, through
the court journey to Edo to obtain a good relationship and some benefits for
their trade. These roles of the Dutch could be one of the preparations for Japan

to develop into the modern nation state after ending the national seclusion.

Keywords: Japan, Edo, Holland, Dutch, seclusion
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