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Abstract

This research is to study the cultural hybridization of Vietnamese-Thai
descendants in spirit possession rite. By using qualitative research methods,
both document and fieldwork research focusing on an in-depth interview and
participatory observation was employed.

This research found that the appearance of Viethamese-Thai
descendants’ spirit possession rite in Thai society, related to the migration of
Vietnamese people during the period of World War 2 or after 1945. Although
the form and content of the spirit possession rite do not appear to be “hybrid
culture” between Vietnam-ness and Thai-ness, hybridization appears with
mediums and participants, in the manner of “hybrid Identity”. That is, they
consider Vietnam as a father and Thailand as a mother. In addition, “have the
root of mediumship” makes their identities into hybrids, being Thai people but

possessed by Vietnam god.

Keywords: spirit possession rite, Vietnamese-Thai descendants, hybridization
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