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Abstract

In the context of the globalized world, transnational transformations have
contributed to rapid economic, social, cultural, and migratory changes. As a
result, transnational migration has become an inevitable social phenomenon.
Simultaneously, transgressing nation-states’ boundaries has brought about a
new challenge to the existing definition of ‘citizenship’ and ways of managing
such people.

This article aims at exploring the concept of ‘citizenship’ through a
liberal democratic framework. In doing so, the article will: (1) try to understand
various conceptions of citizenship represented and propagated in academia;
(2) point out the limitations of state-centric definitions and qualifications of
citizenship; (3) problematize whether such definitions and qualifications are
sufficient in understanding and dealing with the contemporary world conditions
in which people, capital, and cultures transverse across nation-states’
geographical boundaries. This article argues that while some countries grant
these transnational migrants some legal status through a dual-citizenship
policy, these people’s existence has not been perceived socially and politically.
Practically speaking, these transnational migrants’ distinctive historical,
religious, and ethnological differences render their citizenship status never
truly belong to the host countries.

This article argues that although integrating transnational migrants to
become part of a nation-state is inherently difficult, integrating them socially
could be a more viable and promising alternative. The author proposes that
understanding transnational migrants through a cosmopolitan perspective could
equip a host society with a potential way in integrating such transnational
people to be part of the society as well as allow suitable conditions for these
people to belong to the society.

Keywords: citizenship, migrant, territoriality, cosmopolitanism
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