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Abstract

This paper applies the conceptual frameworks of “boom crops” and
“powers of exclusion” to research into the expansion of oil palm and land
conflicts in Southern Thailand. Employing qualitative methodology, the author
conducted documentary research and interviewed relevant people, including
government officials at both national and local levels, NGO staff, and oil palm
growers, including landless farmers in Krabi, Chumphon, and Surat Thani
provinces. The paper discusses problems of land governance through the case
of the expired land concessions of palm oil companies, which represent the
structural unfairness that obstructed people to access land. In addition, it argues
that intimate exclusion, or the loss of access to land caused by relatives,
neighbours, or acquaintances within the community or neighbouring communities,
should be taken into consideration. Besides private companies and large-scale
investors, small farmers are also trying to occupy the land for their own
security, and to grow palm oil, and could be the agents who exclude others

from the land.

Keywords: palm oil, boom crops, powers of exclusion, intimate exclusion, land

control
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