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Abstract

This article aimed to propose a hypothesis regarding the name and the
location of Mueang Man, the city stated in lines 24 - 25 on the fourth side of King
Ram Khamhaeng Inscription. Most previous studies transliterated the city name
by adding the low-tone marker (Mai-ek), therefore the transliteration and
reading became <~ueas1u>. This article proposed the hypothesis that the
spelling of the city name might be <~ leeNNU> without the low-tone marker.
The scratches at the position of the tone marker in the inscription might be the
reason this word was transliterated with the tone marker in past studies. When
inspecting lines 11 - 27 on the fourth side, in which the orthography is distinctly
different from the other sides of the inscription, it was found that the low-tone
markers were absent in the 10 words that must have been written with one. For
these reasons, the name of this city mentioned in lines 24 - 25 should have been
written without one, too. No conclusion regarding the location of Mueang Man
has been made since the city with that name does not exist in the present.
Nevertheless, there are several hypotheses regarding the city location; Mueang
Man might be the city of Nan, or a city between the city of Phrae and Nan, or
the city of Ngao (the present Ngao District, Lampang Province), or a city
located in the area of Mae Man Reservoir (the present Sung Men District, Phrae
Province). This article presumed that / miay mam/ (LHaex1u) might be
/miay) ma:n/ (Lﬁmmu), the ancient city not far from the city of Phlae (Phrae),
which is now in Sung Men District and some part of Den Chai District, Phrae
Province. There was evidence of the city name in the old Lanna archives, as
well as theq}races of its name found in many places in the present, such as Man
River (WN1111) and Man Gate (ﬂiz@mu). This evidence supported the
hypothesis that Mueang Man in the King Ram Khamhaeng Inscription might
probably be written without the tone marker.

Keywords: King Ram Khamhaeng Inscription, Sukhothai Inscription No. 1,

Mueang Man
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