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Abstract

This study aimed to study the communication of femininity ideology
through various language strategies in Junior high School’s Literature
Appreciation textbooks by adopting Fairclough's (1995) Critical Discourse
Analysis framework, the research found that the ideologies of femininity
discourse conveyed in the Junior high School’s Literature Appreciation
textbooks were 5 prominent femininity ideologies as follows: 1) ideology of
beauty, 2) ideology of the role of wives, 3) ideology of women as sexual objects
4) ideology of the spouse’s class, and 5) ideology of etiquette. These ideologies
were conveyed through various strategies as follows: 1) lexical strategy such
as name and naming, referencing, and verb forms 2) explanation strategy
3) discourse-pragmatic strategy such as presuppositions, speech acts, and
metaphor.

From the above analysis of the discourse practices of Junior high
School’s Literature Appreciation textbooks, it is obvious that the process of
producing and utilizing textbook texts is related to state power and the social
status of the individuals involved. It also shows that textbooks have a
complicated production process and are under the control of the state.
Textbooks are, therefore, a discourse that plays an important role in conveying
the ideology that the state deems appropriate, or good to child and youth
learners in order to create desirable members of society. The ideologies
conveyed through the language strategies in these textbooks are, therefore,
likely to influence and plays an important role in guiding members of society in
the direction the state desires without those members being aware.

In terms of analyzing sociocultural practices, ideology of femininity in
Junior high School’s Literature Appreciation textbooks is a result of the

patriarchal concept in Thai society. Women were being controlled in their
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femininity by society's expectations of what society wants them to be. In other
words, these ideologies were hidden in textbooks. Even today, a new set of
truths has emerged because in terms of refining and controlling youth through
the education system, it is necessary to have a set of main discourses that are
in accordance with the structure of Thai society, which must be maintained for
social unity. If students as the nation's youth do not have an informed
perspective, these discourses that are reproduced will be molded and become

one of the mechanisms for reproducing the ideology of a patriarchal society.

Keywords : Ideology Discourse Critical Discourse Analysis Femininity
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