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Abstract

This research paper aims to examine Mai Muang Derm’s novel,
Plae Khao, through a psychoanalytic lens. The results show that through its
emplotment, the novel reveals a man’s fear of the encroachment of a civilized
or urban society into the territory that he rules. Through its characterization, the
novel portrays the male protagonist as possessing an excessive degree of
masculinity and gangsterism (Thai: nak laeng). His heightened sense of
masculinity can be seen as a reactionary self-defense mechanism against the
father figure who wields superior power in the forms of urban modernity and
civilization that the countryside could not withstand. The Phra Sai shrine (the
sacred Banyan tree), which is the focal symbol of the story, symbolizes the
phallic. The fact that the protagonist worships the sacred shrine testifies, to
some extent, an acknowledgment of masculine prowess, while his worship of
the blood-stained red silk fabric symbolizes male control over women’s
virginity. The novel also incorporates the psychoanalytic concept of the death
instinct, with many characters displaying an obsession with suicide and the
gangster lifestyle. Even though they fall in love, they are influenced by the drive
toward death acts or see death as their goal. The presence of the death drive
in the characters aligns the novel with the literary genre of tragedy where
readers derive pleasure through sad emotions and yet are aware that other

emotions will be compensated.

Keywords: Psychoanalytic literary criticism, Plae Khao
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