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Abstract

This research was a qualitative research that aimed to study the context
and potential of community tourism and to study the strategies in community
participation tourism potential development of Bangsawan sub-district.
The purposely selected samples were organization groups from Bangsawan
Subdistrict Administrative Organization, community’s leaders, entrepreneurs
and community members. Materials used in this research were an in- depth
interviewed, a focus group discussion and a descriptive AIC method. The result
found in the context and potential was a lack of knowledge and understanding
in management of their community tourism. There was not enough public
relations and community cooperation in setting up activities, and the government
also did not give much precedence in community tourism while they still needed
support on their infrastructure. For the context about the area, there was a
variety of natural resources, cultures, and traditions. For economics, the major
occupation of people were farmers and most of the people were members of
the groups such as a saving group and a village fund group.

Potential Development Strategy for Community Tourism found an
appreciation Strategy aspect; the community members must support their
tourism activities and focus on natural and cultural activities under cooperative
planning. Encourage teenage members to play an important role in the
development in order to spread income and make jobs in their community. For
the Influence Strategy aspect, there must be a method to develop the landscape
of the area to be outstanding and identified and can be spread out to other
related communities by focusing on highlighting the community’s products.
Provide a comprehensive tourist information center. For the Control Strategy
aspect, there should be a cooperative network to serve tourists between groups
and organizations. Provide a convenient, safe and standardized transportation.
There should be a plan for natural resources usage so that members can
participate in their community’s resources reservation.

Keywords: Potential Development, Community Tourism, Suratthani
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