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Abstract

This research aims to classify the Isan-Lao language in Thailand using
the number of tones, the split and of tonemes under A tone, and the phonetic
features of A4 tone. The data used in the analysis is collected from two sources:
the 92 datapoints from previous research related to the tonal system of the Lao
language used in Isan (northeastern region) and the 8 datapoints from the field
study of the researcher. The data includes total of 100 areas, covering the
nineteen provinces of the northeastern region. The tool used in the data
analysis is SplitsTree5 software, by which the network diagram was created by
the NeighborNet algorithm. The results generated from the Neighbor-Net
algorithm classify Isan-Lao languages into five groups as follows. 1) Roi Et
dialect - The split and merge pattern is A1-23-4. The phonetic feature of the
Ad-column tone is mid to high-falling [41]. 2) Chaiyaphum dialect - The split
and merge pattern is A1-23-4. The phonetic feature of the A4-column tone is
mid-rising-falling [343]. 3) Loei dialect - The split and merge pattern is A1-234.
The phonetic feature of the A4-column tone is mid to low-rising-falling [232]. 4)
Si Sa Ket dialect - The split and merge pattern is A1-234. The phonetic feature
of the Ad-column tone is nigh-falling [41]. 5) Nong Khai dialect- The split and
merge pattern is A123-4. The phonetic feature of the A4-column tone is mid-ris-
ing-falling [343].

Keywords: Lao tone, Isan-Lao language, Isan-Lao accent
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