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Abstract

This academic article examines the commodification of “socialism”
within the context of contemporary Vietnamese society. The case study focus-
es on a coffee shop called COng Ca Phé, which is notable for its attempt to
commercialize the memory of Vietham’s socialist past—Iocally referred to as
thOi bao Cép—through both its physical appearance and interior atmosphere.

The article argues that COng Ca Phé commodifies socialism through
three main processes: (1) reviving socialist-era daily life in Hanoi by decorating
its spaces with objects reminiscent of that period; (2) reproducing socialist
nostalgia by expanding its brand to major cities and tourist destinations such
as Da Nang, Ho Chi Minh City, and Nha Trang; and (3) diffusing the socialist
aesthetic to international audiences by opening branches abroad, including in

South Korea and Malaysia.

Keywords: socialism, coffee shop, commoaodification, Vietnam
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