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Abstract

Creating an innovative community of organic herbs to Thai herbal medicine standards is
participatory action research. The objective was to 1) Manage the knowledge of organic herbal plants and
Thai herbal medicine standards in the community and 2) Find several ways to develop the community to
be an innovative community of organic herbs to Thai herbal medicine standards. The target group for the
research was the population in Tha Kradan Subdistrict, Sanam Chaikhet District, Chachoengsao Province,
which is farmers interested in herbal plants or those who work in related occupations, and personnel of
local administrative organizations in the area, totaling 30 people. Collect data through in-depth interviews,
focus groups, observation with participatory and non-participatory, and field note-taking.

The results of the research were as follows: Farmers in the community managed basic herbal plant
knowledge by accumulating and passing it on through their way of life, exchanging knowledge between
families and communities from ancestors to the present in an informal way, storing knowledge by
memorizing without recording, and found that farmers gained more knowledge about organic herbal plants
and Thai herbal medicine standards after participating in the practical knowledge transfer activity on organic
cultivation of herbs to Thai herbal medicine standards. Guidelines for community development to be an
innovative community of organic herbs to Thai herbal medicine standards include: Promoting knowledge
on organic farming and setting up a group of farmers in the community who are interested in and want to
grow organic herbal plants. This research has led to social innovations in the community, such as the
formation of groups of farmers in Village No. 2 and Village No. 21 are the sample groups to grow organic
black chicken bone trees (Scientific name: Justicia gendarussa Burm.f.).

Recommendations for creating an innovative community of organic herbs to Thai herbal medicine
standards should be for local administrative organizations to support the collection of various knowledge
about organic herbal plant cultivation in the form of a database that farmers in the community can access
and Support the formation of organic herbal plant farmers' groups in the area to develop into an organic

herbal plant community enterprise that has received Thai herbal medicine standard certification.

Keywords: : Innovative community, Organic herbs, Thai herbal medicine standards
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