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Abstract

This article aims to study the incantations in Southern Thailand, focusing on the roles and
significance of these incantations. The data was collected from 30 verses, divided into three categories:
8 verses recorded in a "Buddh" book, 19 verses recorded in a Western-style notebook, and 3 verses
published in a collected volume. The analysis was done using descriptive and analytical methods.

The research findings conclude that the chanting of mantras in the southern region demonstrates
its role and significance in five aspects: 1) Its role and importance as a means of creating a social agreement
that the people in the community practice and pass down through generations. 2) Its role and importance
as a tool for transmitting beliefs, especially the chanting to invoke sacred beings such as deities, teachers,
and hermits. 3) Its role and importance as a tool for communication with sacred beings, with the content
focusing on Buddhist teachings, asking them to come and protect from harm and offer assistance. 4) Its role
and importance as a means of negotiating and blending traditional beliefs, where the content integrates
Buddhism with indigenous beliefs, particularly the idea of the Buddha subduing the powers of local deities
and the concept of achieving enlightenment. 5) Its role and importance as a tool for transmitting wisdom
in the chanting of mantras, through three methods: generational transmission (both through bloodlines and
non-bloodline disciples who are interested), transmission through rituals, and transmission through printed

materials aimed at supporting and promoting the religion.
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