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The “liberation” of human self through the symbol of cockroaches in the

literature Metamorphosis and Cockroaches in the City of Sadness
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the “liberation” of self through the symbol of cockroaches
from the literature of Metamorphosis and the story of cockroaches in the city of Sadness.
The results of the analysis reveal the problems of the characters that lead to liberation.These are:
1) The problem of having a distorted body, 2) The problem of relationships with family members,
and 3) The problem of the impact of work. As for the methods of releasing the characters,
1)Releasing themselves through an empty state of mind, and 2)Releasing themselves through
happiness.The author creates two symbols of cockroaches in his liberation: 1) The giant cockroach
in Metamorphosis: a symbol of the ego that is accumulated within the body and 2)The small

cockroach in Cockroaches in the City of Sadness: a symbol of the small person in society.

Keywords: liberation , symbol, cockroaches
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