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Abstract

A qualitative research methodology was employed to examine the ecological
concepts in the myths of the Zhuang people in Yunnan Province. The research aimed to:
1) Study the concepts of the natural environment in the myths of the Zhuang people in
Yunnan Province and 2) Analyze the representation of the natural environment in the myths
of the Zhuang people in Yunnan Province. The study employed a documentary research
method, drawing upon a ten-volume compilation of collected and published Zhuang myths
from Yunnan Province. The analysis was framed by theories of environmental ethics,
incorporating the concepts of theocentric ethics, biotic community, ecological conscience,
elements and representation.

The study reveals four key concepts regarding the natural environment reflected in
the myths of the Zhuang people in Yunnan Province: 1) The concept of world creation wherein
deities act as guides or sovereign architects in establishing the natural order; 2) The concept
of reverence for nature reflected in human-animal and human- plant relationships, rituals for
sun worship and the control of the elements; 3) The concept of coexistence with nature
reflected in human and animal characters, human dependence on plants, and deities acting
as protecter of nature; and 4) The concept of returning to nature exemplified by the burial of
the dead under trees, thus becoming one with nature in death.

The analysis representation of the natural environment yielded two concepts:
1) The symbolic representation of nature conveyed through non-human characters, human
characters, and the five Chinese elements; 2) The representation of negotiation with nature,
depicted through both positive and negative narrative scenes. Positive scenes show the use
of and respect for nature, whereas negative scenes depict rituals of negotiation or struggle

with nature in order to coexist with it humbly.

Keywords: The Ecological Concept, Myths, Zhuang People, Representation.
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