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Abstract

This research aims to examine the role of the Mosuo Museum in sustaining ethnic
identity through both traditional forms of cultural preservation and contemporary creative
approaches that align with the context of cultural tourism. The study employs qualitative
research methods, including a review of relevant literature, fieldwork, participant and non-
participant observation, and in-depth interviews with 30 purposively selected informants in
Luoshui Village and Walabi Village, Lijiang City, Yunnan Province, People’s Republic of China.

The findings reveal that the Mosuo Museum plays a significant role in sustaining ethnic
identity in two key dimensions: 1) The Presentation and preservation of traditional culture, and
2) The Creation of a space for the development of new and contemporary cultural expressions.
Furthermore, the museum can be analyzed as a space of ethnic continuity through three
conceptual perspectives: 1) A Space for constructing a dynamic and living ethnic identity;
2) A Space for reinterpreting cultural traditions in contemporary contexts; and 3) A Space for
expressing and communicating identity through contemporary media in ways that correspond

with cultural tourism.

Keywords: Mosuo, Ethnic identity preservation, Mosuo Museum, Tourism industry, Cultural tourism
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