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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to analyze the concepts, and 2) to examine the social
reflections in "Family Comes First", a collection of 11 short stories that received the S.E.A. Write
Award in 2023. This qualitative research employs a methodological approach by integrating literary
conceptual frameworks for concepts classification with social reflection frameworks to analyze
social depictions within the text. The units of analysis were defined as the “number of stories”
for concept classification and the “frequency of events or statements” for social reflections. The
findings are presented through descriptive analysis and interpretive synthesis. The results are
presented through descriptive analysis and synthetic interpretation. The findings revealed three
main concepts. The most prevalent were the concept concerning family and the concept
concerning society, each appearing in 5 stories (45.45%). These stories reflected power dynamics
within Thai-Chinese families, patriarchal values, expectations placed on descendants, and societal
pressures. The least common was the concept concerning culture and beliefs, found in 1 story
(9.09%), illustrating the persistence of Chinese traditions such as the Lunar New Year, ancestor
worship, and filial piety. Regarding social reflections, five aspects were identified from a total of
63 occurrences. The family aspect appeared most frequently with 21 occurrences (33.33%),
followed by living conditions with 18 occurrences (28.57%), religion and culture with 14
occurrences (22.22%), education with 6 occurrences (9.52%), and economy with 4 occurrences
(6.35%). Overall, the anthology portrays fragile family structures, economic inequality, life
instability, and Thai-Chinese identity within a modern context, distinctly reflecting the structural

changes and problems of contemporary Thai society.
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