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Abstract

Word compounding is one of the processes of new word formation in Thai language. The
components used in compounding may be either native Thai words or borrowed English words.
The term Digital has become widely used in Thai following global technological changes.
Consequently, Digital is often combined with other Thai words to form new compound words.
This study aims to identify and analyze compound words containing Digital in Thai, focusing on
their structural patterns and the linguistic origins of the components. The data were collected

(A o

from the Thai National Corpus (TNC) using three search terms: “A3%aa”, “A3Maa” and “Ada.”
The findings revealed a total of 514 words containing Digital, distributed across various corpus
categories, except for the Law category. The highest frequencies occurred in the Newspaper and
Aademic categories. After removing duplicates, 91 compound words remained for qualitative
linguistic analysis, presented through descriptive methods. The results reveal three orthographic
forms—AaNoa, M908, and AFVa—with AAMa being the most prevalent in accordance with the
Royal Institute’s spelling standards. Structurally, Digital occurs in both initial (25 words) and final
(68 words) positions. This reflects the Thai syntactic tendency to place modifiers after the head
noun. Compounds with Digital in the initial position are mostly transliterations of existing English
compounds. Regarding language origin, only two languages were found in the components—Thai
and English—with Thai-origin elements being more common. The findings indicate that Thai

speakers widely adopt English loanwords, especially Digital, as a productive element in Thai word

formation, reflecting contemporary attitudes toward the use of English in modern Thai society.

Keywords: Compound word, Thai language, English loanword, Word structure
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