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Abstract

This research studies the representation of robot characters in the novel "R 62 Go no
Hatsumei" (The Invention of R 62) by Abe Kobo, a Japanese writer, which was first published in
1953. The study categorizes the representation of robots into three aspects. First, the robot
represents American influence on Japan during the post-World War Il period. Second, the robot
represents humans who have fallen under the influence of technology, resulting from the
Japanese government's investment in developing new technologies for national development.
Third, the robot represents the threat posed by technology to humanity, both physically and
psychologically. Specifically, while laborers demanded employment, capitalists chose to support
the development of robots and machinery to reduce labor costs. However, the robot ultimately
did not aid either the workers or the capitalists; instead, it attempted to control the workers' labor
and even caused the employer's death. Therefore, the study of robot representation helps reveal
the role of technology and the social conditions of Japan during the post-World War I

reconstruction period through literary texts.

Keywords: R 62-go no Hatsumei, Kobo Abe, Japanese Literature
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