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The central region amid a wave of changes:
A synthesis of research projects on local history of the

central region by youth historians
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Abstract

Local history is one form of the study of history which has
received more attention since World War Il. It often concentrates on local
community, and local people are the center of such studies. This kind of
study provides a detailed account of community context, local people, and
the community’s function and adaptation to changes in a modern world.
Recently, the young generation has been encouraged to learn about and
document the history of their local community. In this way, it is believed
that awareness, appreciation, and affection towards their own localities

will become engendered and lead to empowerment and community
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development in the long run. This paper presents a synthesis of researches
on changes in the local physical context and way of life of the people of
the central region of Thailand. The materials for the synthesis were 11 local
history reports written by youth historians under the research project
entitled “Local History of the Central Region by Youth Historians”.
The synthesis aims to describe: 1) how the geographically local context
of the central region has changed over the past 80 years and how and to
what extent the changes have affected the way of life of the local people,
and 2) how such changes have influenced the perception of the locals
and how they have responded to the changes.

With regard to the collective memories of the aged, as documented
by the youth historians, it was noted that, in the past century, the central
region enjoyed an abundance of natural resources. The local people could
take full advantage from these resources and the way of life of people
during this period was harmonious with both materials and energy being
freely shared. According to the national development policy, this region has
changed rapidly and been seriously impacted by its status as a center of
development. This has also led to changes in the geographical context,
mode of production, and way of life of the local people. In comparing
individual accounts of the past which were based on remarkably good
recollections, it appears that the abundance and peace that characterized
the lives of the central people has diminished. However, the changes are
perceived by the local people as both positive and negative sides. They do
not completely disapprove all the changes, and at the same time they are
trying to deal with the changes to find a new balance in their lives. The result

of this synthesis may be useful for further in-depth studies on local histories.

Keywords: local history, central region, local narratives, collective memory,

synthesis
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