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The Use of Address Terms in Thai Political, Legal, Media,

and Academic Registers
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Abstract

Address terms can reveal interpersonal relationship and reflect
social attributes differently for each registers. The purposes of this study
are 1). to analyze categorization and sub-categorization of address terms
in Thai political, legal, media, and academic registers. 2). to analyze the
frequency of using address terms and 3). to compare those features
(categorization and sub-categorization) and the frequency of using
address terms in all 4 registers.

The data were collected from 10,000 words for each registers then
analyzed features of each address terms. The research found that 1). two
dominant features of address terms are kinship terms (‘folks’) and titles
which is represented status and occupation (‘Mr. Prime Minister’). 2). The
using address terms frequency are different. The group which use kinship
terms most are political language and media language respectively and
the group which has no using of kinship terms are legal and academic
language. However, for using titles represented status and occupation,
the results are varied. Moreover, the result found that political language
uses various features of address terms most.

This research also found that the social attributes reflected from

using kinship terms and title represented status and occupation are

intimacy, honoring, and showing polite and gentle.
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