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Abstract

This is a qualitative research assimilating quantitative data with
the objective to study the role of family in Northeast Thailand in cultivating
morality in youths and to investigate the moral values that the youths have
acquired from the family as well as the “appropriate” role of northeast
family in cultivating morality in youths at present. The research tools that
were used comprised of the questionnaire and interview form that were
distributed between two groups — group one comprising of parents and
guardians and group two comprising of the youths from northeast. The
sampling subjects were from the upper northeast families with parents /
guardians and youths who participated in cultural and traditional activities
of community forming the principal group. Ethical theories were used in
content analysis and descriptive statistics (percentage and median) were

used in the analysis of the quantitative data.
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The study found that at the practical level the typical Isaan
family gives significance to the role of supporting morality from a medium
to a high level. When the practices of nuclear and extended or joint family
were compared some differences were obvious. For instance, regarding
analytical thinking and freedom of choice the nuclear family granted
more opportunities to the youths than the extended family. Whereas,
regarding imparting of religious knowledge, cultural values and time
devoted to friendly narration of different stories to the youths, the extended
family offered more scope than the nuclear family. Regarding other roles
in the daily life of the youths the differences between the two types of
families were minor. Among the family members who play the major role
in cultivating morality in youths, it's the parents who play a bigger role than
other members and when the parents’ role were compared it was found
that the mother’s role is a bit more than the father’s.

Regarding the morality that the youths have acquired from the
family the study found five important virtues that are cultivated at a higher
rate, these are — showing respect, diligence, moderation in spending,
patience and kindness. The virtues that were least significantly cultivated
were — responsibility, courteousness, discipline, truthfulness and sense
of sacrifice respectively.

Regarding relevance of the role of cultivation of moral values to
the main ethical theories, the study found that the majority of Isaan families’
practice was more consistent with the theory of ethical relativism than other
theories, for the interviewees gave more importance to diverse cultural
values and from the discussion it can be concluded that Isaan cultures and
traditions have moral purposes rooted in them. When the family makes use
of these as the basis while cultivating moral values, it sets the development

of appropriate cultural and traditional modules by itself and it can make
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the culture and tradition as not only mere social etiquettes but also having
moral meaning in them. Although families in different localities/regions of
Isaan have their own distinct and unique cultures and traditions leading to
some aspects of moral practice different, yet as a whole the inherent moral
values that form the backdrop of moral practices display no difference.
The present research puts forwards the following six suggestions
regarding ethical roles that can be used by the Isaan family in the cultivation
of morality in youths. 1) the development of friendly narrative and
conversational method with youths be changed into conversation between
youths and parents/guardian so as to analyze moral problems in daily life;
2) avoidance of cultivation of moral values based on direct confrontational
training method because that would make the youths have greater
tendency for denial in their awareness of morality; 3) practice good moral
examples by oneself; 4) support and encourage youths to participate in
activities related to religion and indigenous culture; 5) create ethical ways
and methods that are close to Isaan family’s identity; 6) acceptance of the

moral rights of youth that are fundamental or natural rights.
Keywords: Cultivation Morality, Ethical Role, Role of Family
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