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Discourse on violence in southern border provinces of

Thailand in local and major newspapers
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Abstract

The objective of the study was to analyze the violence in four
border provinces in Southern Thailand on 1,344 front pages of three local
newspapers; namely, ChaoTai, Focus PhakTai and Samila Time and two
major newspapers, including ThaiRath and Matichon between 2004 and
2005, and 2011 and 2012. The study shows that violent discourse was
reflected in both verbal and non-verbal language of the news. Verbally,
it was constructed through the presence and absence of the grammatical
subject with such semantic roles as actor, agent, initiator, and patient.
Regarding non-verbal language, there were images of government officials
working at the scene, physical damage, victims, and terrorists. Violence
discourse was continuously reproduced in the news, leading to Southerners
being stereotyped as cruel and violent and Southern Thailand as a terrifying

and dangerous zone.
Keywords: Discourse on violence, local newspaper, major newspaper
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