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“The flowers of the dawn”: A negotiation space
for transnational workers and their relationship with the

Thailand-Myanmar border economy
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Abstract

The objectives of this article are to 1) investigate the emergence
of Young Chi Oo as the flower of the dawn; 2) assistance provision for
transnational workers by the Flowers of the Dawn; and 3) the relationship of
transnational workers with the Thailand-Myanmar border economy. The data
of this qualitative research were collected from documents, observations
and in-depth interviews with 13 informants consisting of transnational
workers, officers of Young Chi Oo, and networks, factory owners, and
reporters. The data were classified into categories, interpreted, concluded,
and presented using analytical description. The results showed that the
emergence of Young Chi Oo as the flower of the dawn found that in 1996
Moe Sway has joined the organization ABSDF to join political movements

along the Thailand-Burma. It has been the problem of labor. In 1999 Moe
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Sway has union with migrants founded Young Chi Oo, to assist migrants.
Assistance provision for transnational workers by the flowers of the dawn or
Young Chi Oo was found to be providing shelters in a safe house, training
in how to use a sewing machine, taking workers to apply for jobs at
factories, providing knowledge about human rights, and labor rights. In
addition, Young Chi Oo provides assistance in legal cases relating labor
exploitations by coordinating with organizations in the network. Regarding
the relationship of transnational workers with the Thailand-Myanmar
border economy, it was found that Mae Sot has become an important
production base in the industrial sector that needs cheap labor to reduce
production costs, and transnational workers become part of the production
mechanism. The wages they receive are everyday life economy with
money circulates in the Thailand-Myanmar border in Mae Sot while at the
macroeconomics level, Mae Sot has circulations of capital from transnational

business.

Keywords: the Flowers of the Dawn, Young Chi Oo, negotiation space,
transnational workers, Thailand-Myanmar border economy,

social networks
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