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Active Aging: Roles of the Aged Groups and “Capitals”
Utilized in Elderly Care Movement
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Abstract

This paper aims to investigate the role of the aged groups
and “capitals” utilized in elderly care movement. It also explores how
these aged groups redefine meanings of being the elderly and how they
negotiate their aging identities. In methodology and data collection,
a qualitative approach and Participatory Action Research-PAR are applied.
In-depth interviews and focus group were arranged with members of eight
elderly groups in Ang Thong Province and Rayong Province. Findings show
that not only economic capitals, but social, cultural, and symbolic capitals
are also crucial sources, utilized in promoting elderly care movement in the
community. Finally, this study elucidates that rather than conforming to a
negative stereotype of being dependent, these elderly arranged various
kinds of social and cultural activities as a way to negotiate and express

their active aging identity.
Keywords: aged groups, “capitals”, active aging.
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