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Abstract

It is widely accepted that English nowadays is used as an
international language; its learners therefore need to be aware of cultural
differences and possess Intercultural communicative competence. Such
knowledge could in part be acquired from English language teaching
textbooks. The findings of this content analysis study, however, discovered
that the analyzed textbooks (My World 4-6) were unable to provide variety
and depth of cultural content, which resulted in a deficiency in learners’
ability to fully participate in intercultural communication. Cultural content
mainly referred to positive aspects of the target culture especially British
and American such as tourism and consumerism. Likewise the content
relating to other cultural backgrounds were under-represented as was
content about source (or Thai) culture and especially international culture
which is deemed necessary for learners being exposed to and being
made aware of the cultural diversity of people they communicate with.
It is recommended that English language textbooks provide additional
opportunities to deliver a more diverse cultural content, such as social issues,

from sources other than that of the target culture. Additionally, teachers
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should view textbooks as teaching resource which form an integral part
of a larger package of relevant teaching materials and supplement them

accordingly.

Keywords: Intercultural Communicative Competence (ICC), Culture,

ELT textbooks, English as an International language (EIL)
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