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Abstract

Thai rural is space of plentiful resources where people have
generous heart. This meaning is in Thai people’ imaging to rural, not only
social world but also assumption in academic community of development
studies. This article draw on Self-reliance concept to be of use to rural
development perspectives. It has attenuated complex meaning of people
living in rural communities. The constructing make meaning to depression
and social inequality into a deep-rooted of Thai culture which has
prescribed characteristics of rural people who lack of development as
extravagant and greed. Rural area in this meaning are opposition of urban
under the rule of the construction in three aspects: 1) virgin place, cut off
from the outside world 2) innocent of rural people, no politics in rural areas
3) evils of western modernization. The three features to produce the rural
meaning is labeled as dichotomous of the urban. Key words: self-reliance,

rural development, community cultures, sufficiency economy

Keywords : Self-reliance, Rural development, Community Culture,

Sufficiency economy
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