NISLEFUA BANYATWNINNISIFIUTAIRIANNGHIaNIETA
AU aLn
Scaffolding in English for Specific Purposes through
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Abstract

The objective of this study was to compare the results of students’
learning outcomes subsequent to completing a reading course in English
for Specific Purposes scaffolded via Facebook and in class. It also
investigated the factors contributing to the students’ achievement and their
attitudes towards the use of Facebook to mediate the learning process.
The participants of this study, whose English language proficiency was
beginners, were 118 second year higher vocational certificate students
studying at a private vocational college in Hat Yai district, Songkla province
in Thailand. They were randomly selected. A counterbalanced design was
employed in this study to allow the two groups of participants to receive both
types of instruction. It was revealed that, in both experiments, the participants
in the Facebook group had higher post-test scores than those in the

teacher-fronted condition with a significant difference at 0.00. This suggests
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that teaching English for Specific Purposes course through Facebook yielded
a better learning outcome than in class. The results of a multiple regression
analysis showed that two factors identified as influencing their performance
were 1. the principle of handover and 2. the principle of contingency. As for
attitudes, it was found that, for many participants, teaching through Facebook
increased their motivation and facilitated their learning while some participants
argued that learning through Facebook decreased their level of learning.
Further research should be carried out in order to improve students’ critical

reading ability scaffolded via Web 2.0.
Keywords: Facebook, web 2.0, scaffolding, ESP, teaching reading
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nsaulamn 30 1.7 00 40 26 12 00 30
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Aty 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 0
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