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Fluidity of Identities on Transborder: Nayu migrants Cross Border from

Thailand to Malaysia in Tom Yum Restaurants
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Abstract

This paper would like to present that fluidity of social identities among Nayu (Malay)
ethnicity people in the border southern Thailand who crossed border Thailand-Malaysia to work
in Tom Yum restaurants in Malaysia. To present the notion of dynamic of identity that there is no
fix but it can be produced and created within social and cultural contexts including time on way
of life among ethnicity or minority groups in Thailand. When Nayu people are in Thailand, they
have maintained their own identity of Malay-ness including Muslim-ness through their language,
customs, tradition and religion like Malay ethnic in the northern states of Malaysia which
attempts to differentiate their own identity from that of Thai Muslims and Thai Buddhists in Thai
society. However, Nayu ethnicity people cross border to workers in Tom Yum restaurants in
which are Thai Halal food business and sell Thai national identity to be Nayu migrant workers,
Malaysia. They created and used a new identity within a new society which attempts to
differentiate their own identity from that of Malaysia Malay Muslims in Malay society. Thai-ness
is used and presented to be a part of Nayu migrant’s identities through Tom Yum restaurants and

Thai cultural consumptions.

Keywords: Ethnic identity, Migrant worker, Transborder issue, Thai-ness, Malays-ness
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