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Cross-Cultural Marriages (between Thai women and

western men): Language and Communication
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Abstract

At the beginning of the relationship between Isaan women and
western men, English plays an important role as they get to know each
other. Isaan women mostly use English at word level or simple sentences.
In some cases, they use gestures and drawings. After marriage, women
have to learn their husband’s language (Norwegian, German, or Swedish)
from a language institute either in their husban’s country or in Thailand.
In raising children, both mother and father teach their own language and
foster their own culture in the children. Some western men have decided to
live with their wives in Isaan rural areas; as a consequence, multilingualism
exists in these communities. The languages used are Isaan (one dialect of
Thai language), standard Thai, English, and the language of the husband.
Code switching and language choosing are also used in communication
between the wives and their husbands. However, the focus is on meaning

rather than grammatical accuracy.
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