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The Way of Life Based on Self-sufficiency Economy of

Members of Silk-Weaving Group in Surin Province
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Abstract
This research aimed to study of the way of life based on
self-sufficiency economy of the silk-weaving member groups in Surin

province. The samples consisted of committees and members of 12 groups
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of silk-weaving members in Surin province. The six committees samples
were selected by quota sampling from each group so there were 72
committees. The twelve member samples were selected by using simple
random sampling from each group so there were 144 members. The total
samples were 216. The research instrument comprised of the structured
questionnaire used for an interview, in-depth interview questions, focus
group record, and participant observation record. The quantitative data
were analyzed by mean and standard deviation. The qualitative data were

analyzed by using content analysis.

Research results

The research results showed that the overall score of level of
living based on self-sufficiency economy of the silk-weaving groups in Surin
province was in high level (X =4.36). The maximum average scores with the
highest level (X =4.63) were in 5 items those were ltem (1) sharing under
any condition without self-difficulty; Item (8) being proud of their own locall
culture, and Item (15) Using information as a basis for good planning. The
minimum average scores (X =4.32) were in 4 items. They were ltem (2) Not
taking advantages from others, Item (9) Not being in consumerism, Item
(16) Working with heart, and Item (22) Considering for the majority more
than oneself or even for relatives and friends. Moreover, the results showed
that the members of silk-weaving groups followed the self-sufficiency
economic principle in the way of life as follows: 1) The Moderate: investing
in their weaving business according to their own budget, understanding
in self-sufficient and satisfying what they have, understand about giving
and taking, no harming to others, savings among group members, and
living life in simple way. 2) The reasonableness: accepting opinions of

others, living in, reducing unnecessary spending cost, not expecting too
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much profit, valuing natural resources, and recognizing good or bad things
3) The mechanism of self-immunity: creating worthless things to be something
useful, valuing things, building love and caring to each other, having
cooperation and unity in the community, being familiarity with customers,
following the Buddhism way of life -‘middle way’, being honest, diligent

saving, tolerance, having well-balanced lifestyle conscious reason.
Keywords: Self-sufficient Economy, Way of Life, Surin Silk Weaving
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