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Sikhs in Siam and Lanna ; History of Sefflement,
Religion and Trading
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Abstract

Thai Sikhs are one of the largest group of the Indian diaspora in
Thailand. Their ancestors were from Punjab (Punjab is now in India and
Pakistan) and migrated for trade during the reign of King Rama V. They
settle in Bangkok, Chiangmai and other provinces.

Five outstanding characteristics of Sikh settlement in Thailand are
: 1) predominance in the textile community, 2) strict religious practices, 3)
successful integration into Thai mainstream and local societies but less
mixing with locality, 4) contributions and help for the society and 5) use of
Punjabi as medium for intra-community communication.

The textile trade was developed from previous generations who
started out by hawking. When their business became established they
would in their own fabric shops. At present, descendants of the early Sikh
traders are well educated and have branched out into other businesses.
It is predicted that, in the future, Thai Sikhs will become less involved in

the textile business.
Keywords : Sikh/Thai Sikh, Sikhism, Indian Studies/Bharat Studies,

Thai Indian community, textile business
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