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Abstract

This case study found that the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party
(LPRP) and the Lao government played key roles in creating Lao history.
Since 1980, large volumes of Lao historical writings have been published
for the public, ranging from national, party, army, and local histories to
autobiographies. All of the writings are based on nationalistic and social-
istic concepts.

After the country changed to a socialistic system, autobiographies
of “Heroes” in Laos were significantly influenced by the party and the
government, which retained absolute power to classify whom should be
written about and on what level of status. Institutes and persons who were
great benefactors to Laos were honored as the country’s “Heroes”. The
LPRP and the government classified the heroes into four groups:

- Heroic Kings (Wirakasat) "(The kings that have been admired

“Heroes of the Kings”

- Presidential Heroes (Wiraburut)

- National Heroes (Wirachon Haeng Chat) (Important leaders

who have been honored as “National Heroes)

- National Warriors (Winners of Competitive Battles) (Nak Rop

Khaeng Khan Haeng Chat).

These four groups were given honors that differed in their level
of importance. Thus, autobiographies, in addition to honoring people, be-
came another tool that the LPRP and Lao government used to propagate

their political ideology.
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