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‘Hero’ or “Villain’: The Image of H6 Quy Ly in
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Abstract

This article is the study of historians’ perspectives on H6 Quy
Ly, the first ruler of the HO Dynasty (1400-1406 A.D.), and historical
approaches found in the Vietnamese historiography. H6 Quy Ly toppled
the Tran Dynasty (1225-1400 A.D.).Historians have different interpre-
tations upon him throughout the history of Vietnam up to the modern
day. The traditional historians, following the ethics of the Confucian
School, condemned him as a usurper, thus ‘a villain’, inviting the foreign
invasion, culminating in the collapse and the occupation of the coun-
try. Yet the historians in modern Vietnam have shifted their views and
evaluation on him, to what they call an ‘objective’ perspective, treating
him as a politician, a strategist, even as a ‘great reformer’ who created
‘progressive changes’ in various aspects. Thus, according to the modern
historians, H6 Quy Ly’s downfall was due to historical circumstances of
the 15" century Vietnam.
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