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Abstract

This study is aimed to investigate the politics in the public media
policy process since free television to public television, especially on to
explain the political contestation in the public media policy process. The
literature on the resource mobilization theory proposed by McCarthy and
Zald and new social movement concept was used as a framework for the
investigation. This study is a qualitative research by analysis of the official
policy documents, searching for information from through interviews of the
policy stakeholders. The study was based on the following areas: After
the coup in May 1992, the media was manipulated by state power that
caused establishment of the Independent Television (ITV); in the coup of
2006, the Independent Television was the free of domination, that brought

about establishing the public media policy in 2008.
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The result of this study finds that the public media issue stems
from intervention from state and capital power. This issue is pushed by the
intellectuals and interest groups to set the agenda under the administrative
sector broker interests and articulate ideals. The case of the Thai Public
Service Broadcasting (TPBS) was directly a fruit borne out of research
and advocacy by a technocratic clique who had access to political power
during the coup-installed administration and legislature (the National
Legislative Assembly).In making the initiative policy, The political sector
need to gain the information and the knowledge of the public media
concept from non-governmental organizations such as interest groups
and social movements to push this issue to the governmental agenda.
However, there is insufficiency of citizen participation to support the public
media policy. Therefore, the public media policy process should be citizen

participatory by public opinion and public debate.

Keywords: political contestation, policy process, public service

broadcasting
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