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The Criticizing of the Universal Health Insurance Policy

by using John Rawls’ Justice Theory
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to : 1) criticize the universal
health insurance policy (UHIP) that used John Rawls’ justice theory ; and
2) study possibility of formation on universal health insurance policy (UHIP)
that used John Rawls’ justice theory. This research was documentary
study that focused on John Rawls’ justice theory. The instrument used for
collecting data was a form. The collected data had analyzed by content
analysis. The research findings were as follows :

1. The Rawls’ principle has 2 items : first, liberty principle that
state offer absolutely power to people for receiving the public services or
core package of policy this regulated in several law; second, difference
principle, people had an opportunity to received the coverage of available
public services because public servants had planned an implementation
of policy, clear responsible offices, and politicians concentrated on this
policy. This implementation was popular policy and facing solve of
problem. The policy was not congruous with Rawls’ liberty principle and
difference principle because this both principles to received the public
services of policy was absolutely inequity that policy promoted to the rich
who strengthened more than the poor who weakened in society, so that
was not congruous with Rawls’ principles.

2. The formation of the universal health insurance policy (UHIP)
was impossible in theory and practice to follow up Rawls’ theory; in theory,
the people group who had assigned to form policy, they could not choose
the liberty principle and difference principle as Rawls’ offer. But they could
choose other principle such as equity principle or equal principle etc.
because the person had high independency and reasonableness ; while
in practice that was impossible because Rawls’ the people group who

had assigned to form policy, this formative process was top-down policy
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formation, but in real practice of policy formation had various stake holders
of policy. They negotiated each other with various policy networks and
policy community, including the policy steam had changed from elite model
and reasonable model to more social and political model. In fact, this policy
was increment of policy that each government had not form a new policy.
So, the guideline of policy formation must response to people’s need and
efficiency and effectiveness solving the problem, that will concentrate on
stake holders, and to use social and political model, including it will realize
on social basic factors in formation of policy.

In conclusion, Rawls’ justice theory focused on liberty principle
at first, the other principle must not protest this principle. Then, second
principle that he focused on was difference principle. The expected
people of policy had no real equal liberty and opportunity to receive
available public services. Applying theory to policy formation will not
possible on both theory and practice. The all stake holders of policy could

use the information obtained from the findings of this research.

Keywords: John Rawls, Justice, Universal Health Insurance Policy,
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