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Livelihoods of Thai Workers in Taiwan:

A Study of Destination
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Abstract
The objective of this study are to examine 1) process that Thai labourers
apply to work in Taiwan and 2) livelihoods of labour who come to work in Taiwan.
Qualitative methods were employed to obtain the required data. The target groups
of this study include 36 Thai labourers and interpreters who work with Thai
labourers; and 5 key informants. These target groups were interviewed with
in-depth interview guide, group discussion and observation between April and
June 2008. The obtained data was analyzed with content analysis and inductive
analytical technique.
This study found that most Thai workers who migrated to work in
Taiwan are male. They obtained education of primary and upper-secondary level.
Some of them continued their study through informal education up to under
graduate level. Most of these workers are from the Northeast of Thailand, some
are from the North and a fewer numbers are from Central and the East of
Thailand. The workers are aged between 20 - 30 years old, greater numbers of

them were married. Some of their couples are accompanied them albeit by law
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female workers not allowed. Most of the workers are working in the factories.
They sought these jobs through labour agencies and their relatives as they
believe that this would help them to obtain jobs in Taiwan faster. Some of them
made a direct contact with employees or through fake marriage. These workers
did not prepare for the sources of help when they encounter difficulties. They
prepared only finance for seeking jobs. In respect with the present livelihoods of
workers, it was found that these workers are working hard in order to gain higher
income and increase remittance. But these workers are treated unfair and
exploited. Meanwhile some of these workers have involved in drug and alcohol
that could lead to violence, risks of sex-related behaviors and avoidance of the

contract. In these cases their migration to overseas are doom to fail.

Key words: Livelihoods, Thai worker, Taiwan and Destination
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