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Abstract

This research is about the worship of house spirits, focused on marriage
rituals of the Meuy people who live in Baan Thaxang in the Pakghum District,
and Baan Phonethong and Baan Paksapmai in the Xaythany District of
Viengchan city. This study was done by using a qualitative research method,
by collecting data in the field, by observation, by interview and focus group
discussion and study of relevant literature. The result found that:

The house spirits (ancestral spirits), are ghosts of parents and
grandparents that have passed away. Every house has a Honghong, the room
for spiritual activities. House spirits (called “phijae”) are invited into the house
by performing a ritual and are consulted when something happens with a
family member such as a wedding, which “Kop phi huan” has to be done prior
to all other rituals, and can’t be omitted. The purpose is to respect their
ancestors and deep inside, the Meuy people are driven by the belief, that their
ancestors can influence their lives, and give good or bad luck. If these traditions
are not followed, Meuy people believe that the married couple will encounter
bad luck in their married life, such as illness. If the traditions are followed,
the married couple will receive blessings from the ancestral spirits, and they

will have good fortune and stay out of harm’s way.

Keywords : Meuy people, Marriage rituals, “Kop Phi Huan”, Worship of ances-

tral spirits
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The Worship of House Spirits (Kop phi huan) in the Marriage Rituals
Bouakham Thongkhamhane et at. of Meuy People in Viengchan City, Lao PDR.
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