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Rattana Chanthao The function of long-boat racing tradition of Isan region

Abstract

Isanregion of Thailand has variously cultures and traditions based on
the Buddhist religion and sacred trust which are crucial tools to build the
identity in their community. This article aims to explain the function of long- boat
racing, in the Isan region. This research is a qualitative research and use the
folklore frameworks adapted the functionalism by William Basscom (1965).
The data were collected by observation, in deep-interviewtheresidents, tourist,
companies, and government officials. The annual boat racing tradition of
Kumphawapi city, Udon Thani province in Isan region of Thailandheld in
November 2014 is the case study of the research.

The finding was found that the long-boat racing tradition has been
changed organizer from the villagers or temple in the past time to be the
government’s organizer in the present time. This tradition, however, still
maintained 4 functions as Basscom (1965) proposed; revealslsan society,
support education, behavior patterns in society accepted, and support
entertainment for people in society. The last function is the most distinctly
maintained whilethe function of maintain education hasbeen reduced because

the changing of city’s management to be new model for tourist.

Keywords: local tradition,Isan region, functionalism, folklore,boat racing
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