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Abstract

The research study has the following objectives: 1) To examine the
influence of Buddhist doctrines in promoting the economic condition of the
rural households,2) To analyze the relationship of Buddhist doctrines inenhancing
the economic condition of the rural households, and 3) To evaluate the fulfillment
on the quality of life in the economic conditionof the rural e-san households as
the case study in Muang districtof Khonkaen province.

The results of the study found that the Buddhist doctrines that principally
enhanced the economic condition of the rural e-san households had been
divided into different aspects namely, a) on production; the Buddhist doctrine
that supported at the highest level is called Gihisukha or the house-life happiness
(89.00 %) followed by the so-called Bhoga-adiya or reasons for earning and
having wealth (72.30 %), b) on working for productivity; the Buddhist doctrine
that promoted at the highest level isGihisukha (86.90%) followed by Ditthad-
hammikattha or virtues conducive to temporal welfare (80.40%), c) on
consumption; the Buddhist doctrine that mainly fostered at the highest level is
Gihisukha (50.80%) followed by Kulaciratthiti-dhamma or reasons for lastingness
of a wealthy family (47.40 %), d) on spending; the Buddhist doctrine that
assisted at the highest level is Bhogavibhaga or division of money (57.60%)
followed by Gihisukha(51.30 %), e) on saving and economizing; the Buddhist
doctrine that vividly cherished at the highest level is Kulaciratthiti-dhamma
(81.70%) followed by Gihisukha (81.40 %), and f) on the distribution of
production; the Buddhist doctrine that wisely contributed at the highest level is
Kulaciratthiti-dhamma (79.30%) followed by Gihisukha (78.50 %).

As for measuring the linear correlation between two variables with the
statistical analysis of the Pearson’s correlation coefficient indicated that the
Buddhist doctrines thatsignificantly affected to economic conditions of the rural
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e-san households at the highest level is onthe productivity working (r = 0.94)
followed by the saving andeconomizing (r = 0.88) and the distribution of
production (r = 0.86) with statistical significance at the 0.01 and 0.50 respectively.

However, the results from the evaluation of the attaining the quality of
goodlife with the help of the Buddhist doctrines’ criteria well known as
Kamabhogt or ten householders of sense-pleasure found that most rural e-san
households have a better life at the good level 77.49% (x =4.38) followed by
average quality of life at 14.66% (x = 2.93) and at poor level4.97% (x = 1.95)
as for very good level found only at 2.88% (x = 4.62).

Keywords: Usefulness, Household economy, Buddhist economics, Economic

condition, Quality of good life
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