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Naga: a Symbolic Dimension of Identical Relations
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Abstract

This article aims to present the background of the belief about Naga of the Khmer people dwelling
in Phanom Dongrak mountain areas and intends to link the belief to the root of the people’s identical
culture and ancestors. Khmer people in Surin province and Cambodia share the same way of life, language,
beliefs, culture, and traditions. The belief about Naga, in particular, is still in their minds and soul . While
Cambodians believe that Naga is their ancestor, Khmer people in Surin province believe that Naga is holy
and sacred. The author wants to show how the awareness of the belief is built by both Cambodians and
Khmer people in Surin and how the relational dimensions enable advantages for the two countries . Looking
atit deeply, the author can function their relationships on an individual, social, and national level. Benefiting
collaboration in developing relationships of the two countries, this identical relation strategy is considered
as a policy enabling the unity of understanding, relationships, and harmony between Thailand and

Cambodia.

Keywords: Naka, symbolic identity, relational dimension, Phanom Dongrak mountains
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