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Community Participation in Dredging Watercourses in a Rehabilitation
Master Plan for Lower Songkhla Lake, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

This research aimed (1) to study the needs for dredging of watercourses, (2) to determine the
routes, and (3) to prioritize the dredging operation and pattern.

The approach of the research was qualitative. Data collection took place in five districts, Singha
Nakhon, Khuan Niang, Hatyai, Bangklam and Muang Songkhla. Several focus group discussions were
organized at both district and provincial levels and were a tool for data collection. At the district level,
there were fifteen focus group discussions. Not less than fifty representatives of the five areas participated
in each discussion.

At the provincial level, there were six focus group discussions with 100 participants, including
fishermen, officials from the public and private sectors, and experts on watercourse dredging. Photographs
were taken and live radio broadcasts of the meetings were carried out. The instrument used in the study

included focus group meeting notes.
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The results of the study were as follows: 1) All the communities needed to dredge the watercourse
around the shorelines in each district with a distance of 200-500 meters off the coasts. 2) There were four
routes of watercourses to be dredged: that in the middle of Songkhla Lake, the upper and lower watercourse
in the lake, and the watercourse around Koh Yor Island, purposely used for water drainage, fishery, marine
transportation and tourism. 3) Dredging operations should be carried out in the following order: the
watercourse in the middle of Songkhla Lake, the upper watercourse in the lake, the lower watercourse in
the lake and that around Koh Yor Island, respectively. 4) The pattern of the watercourses to be dredged:
The watercourse in the middle of the lake must be larger, deeper and wider than the others. The excavated

muddy sediments and deposits from the dredging should be for public use with good management of sea

and land waste.

Keywords: community participation, master plan, restoration of Songkhla Lake
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