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Abstract

This empirical research aimed to study the causal relationship model of preschool children’s and
parents’smartphone addiction and factors affecting the emotional intelligence of the preschool children.
The sample, derived by means of stratified random sampling, consisted of 200 preschool students aged
between 3 to 5 years from Chonburi Province.

Questionnaires, the research instrument, were analyzed by the use of Descriptive statistics.

LISREL 9.30 was introduced in the study for the Structural Equation Model.
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The results indicated that the hypothetical model was consistent with the empirical data. Goodness
of fit was demonstrated by following measurements: chi-square test =12.23, df = 15, p = 0.66, GFI = 0.99,
AGFI=0.97, CFI =1.00, RMSEA = 0.00, RMR = 0.01, and SRMR = 0.02.

All variables regarding smartphone addiction of the children and parents can describe 23 % of
the children’s emotional intelligence distribution.

The preschool children’s smartphone addiction had a direct negative effect at 0.32 on the emotional

intelligence with 0.01 statistical level of significance. In contrast, that of the parents is at 0.22 and 0.05.

Keywords: preschool children, smartphones, parents, emotional intelligence
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