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Donta: A Cultural Preservation of the Khmer People in Surin Province

alas1s Asmilszming”
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Abstract

The traditional Donta of Thai-Khmer people in Surin Province is as that of Thai-Khmer people
who live in the south area of the Northeast (Isan). Both share similarities in several aspects. They believe
in the spirits of ancestors and that the world of the dead would open and allow the passing ancestors to
receive merit offered by their living ancestors at home. The spirits may feel tired after such a long journey
home. Therefore, Thai-Khmer people’s basic assumption of the belief goes that they shall organize a
religious ritual regarding welcoming the ancestors home. The ritual involves serving several kinds of food
and offering cloth, and performing Buddhist ritual of merit-making.

The Donta ritual is observed during the tenth month of the year and has been practiced since
ancient times. It is a preservation of their main culture which has been promoted lately. The ritual builds
relationships among family and relatives and honors the deceased. When outsiders witness the Donta
tradition, they felt satisfied with such a ritual: Many of them were beaming and joyful. That showed the
sincere interest of nonlocals in the local tradition. According to Thai-Khmer people, the ritual is important

and the practice preserves local wisdom inherited from their ancestors.

Keywords: donta, cultural preservation, Thai-Khmer people
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