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An Environmental Analysis of Pom Nang Seaweed (Gracilaria spp.)
Cultivation by Farmers in Klongdan Subdistrict, Ranot District, Songkhla
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Abstract

This research aims to 1) explore farmers’ socio-economic characteristics, including cultivation
and sale of Pom Nang seaweed, and 2) identify key internal and external environments affecting Pom Nang
cultivation by farmers. Primary data were collected using structured interviews, non-participant
observations, natural conservations and in-depth interviews with a total of 30 Pom Nang seaweed cultivators.
Purposive selection and snowball sampling were used for data selection. In addition, structured interviews
were used with government officers and Pom Nang seaweed wholesalers. The derived data was analyzed
using percentage, arithmetic mean, manifest content analysis and SWOT analysis techniques. The results
showed that a subsidiary occupation of most farmers was Pom Nang seaweed cultivation with an average
experience in Pom Nang seaweed cultivation of approximately three years. The Pom Nang seaweed was
sold to wholesalers. The dominant strength was farmers had reasonably good know-how of Pom Nang

seaweed cultivation, whereas, the dominant weakness was farmers lacked modern technology. The dominant
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opportunity was that there were high demands for Pom Nang seaweed, while the dominant threat was
there were a few research about Pom Nang seaweed cultivation. To enhance the development of Pom Nang
seaweed cultivation, this research suggests promotion of Pom Nang seaweed cultivation, an alternative

occupation for farmers, and its processing.

Keywords: SWOT analysis, environment, Pom Nang seaweed
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