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Strategies to Develop the Nursing Students’ Identity in Nursing Colleges,
Ministry of Public Health
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Abstract

Nursing Student’s image and identity are mainly developed from the very beginnings of the academic and
professional formation. Therefore, it is important to build a positive students’ image and a strong professional
nursing identity. This research used the mixed-method approach and aimed to: 1) explore strategies in
order to develop a positive nursing students’ identity and self-image in nursing colleges under jurisdiction
Ministry of Public Health, 2) study the appropriateness and feasibility of implementing those strategies at
alarger scale. The research was divided into three (3) stages. Firstly, conceiving several strategies in order
to develop a positive nursing students’ self-image (in-depth interviews of administrators were conducted
and content analysis was used). Secondly, a discussion group among nine (9) experts was held, focusing on
the appropriate strategies to adopt in order to built a strong positive nursing students’ identity. Thirdly,
a feasibility study on implementing those strategies was conducted among 40 nurse instructors. Data were
analyzed by using t — test. Results revealed as the following;

Eleven strategies were developed in order to reinforce the identity of the nursing students,
including: 1) participatory policy setting and integration with all missions, 2) conducting road map, 3)
development of information technology, 4) promoting competency of nurse instructors and mentors, 5)
providing variety of teaching and learning methods, 6) role modeling, 7) promoting supportive and caring
environment in institution, 8) facilitating reflection at individual, group, and institution level, 9) encouraging

students to run project /activities with the PDCA process, 10) conducting virtual family, and 11) systematic
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monitoring and evaluation. The experts confirmed that those strategies were suitable for implementation.
The nurse instructors identified the feasibility of those strategies for application at a statistically significant
level of 0.001.
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