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Social Networking for Conflict Management in Forest Use: A Case Study
of Jang Watershed Network, Lampang Province, Thailand
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate what the conflict situation was, how a social network of conflict
management on the use of forests was initiated, what its roles to manage the conflict were, and what factors
made it exist. Data were collected by area survey, document analysis, in-depth interviews, and focus groups
conducted in the area of the Jang Watershed Network, Mae Tha District, Lampang Province. The results
indicated the following: 1) The use of forests caused conflict between villagers against villagers at Jang
watershed and between the villagers against people outside Jang watershed. 2) The network was informally
founded by a gathering of leaders from each village in the surrounding areas under “the Jang Watershed
Network” with the intention of managing natural resources at Jang watershed. 3) This network played a
role in conflict management by building understanding and participation of the community, acting as a
mediator in cases of intense conflicts that outweighed the management potential of each village, and helping
the network’s members to conserve forests according to the request of neighboring villages. 4) The factors

that made it exist. The network was able to exist due to the potentials of its leaders, the efficiency of
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communication channels, the leadership skills training program of young leaders, the focus on participation,

and the mobilization of funds and resources.

Keywords: social network, conflict management, forest conservation
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